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IMPORTANT FOREIGN
Exciting News from the Re-
public of South Carclina.

R

Major Anderson Abandons Fort
Moultrie and Spikes the Guns.

-

Most of the United States Troops Retire
to Fort Sumpter, in the Harber.

A

IMMENSE STRENGTH OF THAT FORT.

Great Excitement '_u_‘cnmm on
" the Subject.

The Conventionin Secret
Sossion.

THE STATE MILITIA ORDERED OUT.

.

Volunteers from Georgia and
Alabama.

—— e T L e

Indignation of the Somth Carolina (owmis-
sioners in Wa '

&e.,

The vows from (harioston jostorday was of u most

" wwiting charncter, and, until the detalls were roceived,

srented Do lttle alarm tnroughout the eity, a8 e Grst
dospatebies led people W Delwve thet & collifion hed
taken place between the population of Mharkeston and the
United States troops garriconing Fort Moultrie, snd that
we were acinally at war with the independent State of
South Carolina.

The facts, bowever, show that Major Anderson, whe
commands Fort Moultrie, knowlng the paeition te be ua-
tenable, e¥iciatod it and took posession of Fort Bumpler,
an almost impregnablo post, where, (o the ovent of m
attack” upon United States proparty, be would be
snabled 1o defend It against grest odds.  Before
leaving Fort Moultrie Major Andoreon epiked the gous and
st fire (0 the gnn carriages; and th's latter aclon ne
doubt led 1o the report that the whaole fort was in Sames,
Jeaving the inference that it had been taken by the popn
Woe, and the garrison driven out. This, however, is no
the fact.  Anderson withdrew for strategic purposes; for
# is kmown that General Soott exprossed tho opinion tha
Fort Moultrio could net bo beld against a resolute
attack for twonty four hours bul thsi Sumpter was
the stroogest fort of ita size in the world, and could
only be taken by starving oot the garrison. In this
opinjon the most experienosd military officers in the coun-
try colpoide. 1t i conceded that it would require s con.
tinwous bombardment of six mouthe with guns of the
beaviest metal to destroy Fort Sumpter, and then it could
only be doue, I at ail, by chipping off the masoary piece
by plece. This fort, moreover, commands the entire city
and harbor of Charleston, as well as Fort Moulirie iselrl;
being bullt on an island in the middle of the channel,
# can easily be relieved from (he sea. Thas It will be seen
that the evacualion of & weak and comparsiively worlb-
bess position for & strongor one was & wise military
mavemant. 1L was rumored that a train was laid by Major
Anderson before leaving the Fort 1o blow it up; but that
was pot believed. Captain Foster, with & small foree,
#till remaing there,

1 will be seon, from the description which we give bo-
low of ihe two forts and the barbor of Charleston, that,
with Fort Bumpler in ihe hands of the United States
troops, Furt Modtrie would be & very weak point for ihe
ramih Cwrolinians, whoss intentiom it was lo seipe ihe

10 ber separaiion (rom the Union, and which bos brought
thwse defences inte such prominent notorioly. L

1HE REVOLUTION IN SOUTH CABOLINA.

more than onow sinoe the Mme when Jackson, with the
fedoral awrmy and navy wt his back, and Clay wiih his
aoute settled the nullification dificalty in
1832, sbe has threatened to secede. 8o often, indesd,
hon who radsed the ory of ¥ wolf "’ that when the wolf
really came, on tho 80th of (his mouth, and the
slon ordinance was framed, people
and many  even  now  doubt
1o stuy oul of the confederscy. Bul unfortunately
e uEravaling abolitlon agitsiion in the North, which
fur the lust quarter of A contury has been growing In lu-
tepsity ond violenge, forced many other Southern States
futs aympaihy wilh the plogesr of secession, aniil the
feeling o mistrost o the safety of Bouthern rights and
property s pervaded the whole Soulh, thet an  abeolute
srsenaee (rom tae funaiical Norih seomed o be Lhe only
i arantee for te exwienor of Bouthorn institulions npoo
which the very life of the &fieen Soutlern Blatens dopend
o, We wiill 5ot stop now 10 consider the course of aotion
Ly which this opimion was breaght about; it & enough to
Loow that i exists at the prosent bour (o o extent alarm
ing to contemplate, sod to point to the history of the
sntlalvery societios for thirty years back, and to the
laigiage of black republionn loaders aod pewspapors for
the proecding four or five years, 1o Indicate the cause.
The cleetion of Linecln m November was immedintely
foilowed by an intense excitemont oll through the South,
whil presonied 10 Seuth Caroline and the extremists of all
e Sonthern Yiates strong grounds for scossaion (rom the
U nim. South Carolina—always in the yan—whether np
on her own motion, or by an woderstanding with the ul
ton men of the Gulf and cotton States, ook the initistire
wtd prociaimed her intontion 10 seonde.

Tho Lagislatare of the State called a popular Convention
rvurh sctim  upon the question. The people, alive
Lo cmergoncy , st onoo elected dolegaies, and the 1Tth of
Deoember wan fixed upon for the Convention % meet at
Culumbin, the Mate oapflal. The Convention met on thst
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won war elooted, and upon taking the ohalr addressed
the Comronlion in (hese wordsi—

Grwm ey oF TR OnrvesmoN—When |

. - - sy thot T have
Souce hae me, | only 1 ean,
Toere i Bo honor | cstaem wiore thaa to sign the
o of sonrsmion, 8 a of this y but 1
'm " u::"nnl::'hﬂﬂnym wign It
» preaid A hava oA

natione, onil Knows whal moay Be (he resalte. That it
iy bt jo (= lenes sl glory of fonth Caroling s my
el far ont pPaser ey Cot ald oar Btste! T am teo

PLAY ANE HIES oF THE FORTN AND HARBOR OF CIMRLESTOY, MUTH CiRonmw. -

Plan of the Harbor of Charleston, Showing the Forts, City and Suburbs.
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little necustomed to the duties of presid
ke this not (o fral want of goalificat!
tion you bave me; and | have been so Jong with-
drawn (rom deliberative bodies ltlll-l.‘?:uru-
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opinions In favor of secession were well known, was that
day lnnngurated, and the Legislatare, which was then in
wession, transmitied an lovitation to the members of the
Couveution 1o be present at (e ceremony. The smallpox
was then raging in an epidemic form al Columbia, apd In
conscquence Lhe Convention removed |ts sittings Lo Charles-
ton, where the members arrived on the 18 inst., aod
wore recelved with milltary honors. Proceeding to In
stitute Hall, pow named Seoession Hall, the business of the
Convention wae resumed. Important debates, upon the
future course of the State after an independent position
was assumed, occupied (bal day and the pext—all of
which huve been published in the Huraio. Therefore il s
ulBecessary Wo refer 10 them in detall here.  Commitiees
were appointed oo Relations with the Slayeholding Stales
of North America, on Foreign Relations, on Commercial
Relations, ou the Comstitution of the Rtate.

A resolution was also passed to ascertaln what proper-
iy ibe Coited Stales claims Whe ownership of ln ~uth
Curolina, how It was acquired, and whether the claim cun
b enforoed after South Carclion shall have peoeded. The
resolution also calls for infurmstion as o the vuloe of
such other property ws the United States may possess,
ruﬂilhl wale of the share Lo which S0th Caroline « ~ Id
be eutiiicd ou an equitable division.

On the fuilowing day the vilalquestion of *ecossion {rom

BOTTH CARGIIXA 4%T OTHFR STATES U'STTED WITH NER U"NDRN
WK COMPACY EXTITLED THE CONFTITUTION OF PHE UNTTRED
FTATIR W AW A

We, the people of South Caroling, lo Oony ention assem.
bied, o declare and ordain, smd it @ horeby declured and
oriuined, that the ordinance ndopted by us in convention,
#id day of May,in the yowr of our Lord 1758,
the enuet itathon of the United States of America
,and also pll acts and parts of nets of the
of (ks State ratify amendmenls of
bl itution, wre horehy repealed, and that the
now subeisting between South Oaroling and other
States, npder the name of the United  States of A merion
in horeby dissciviml.

When isteiligraees of tho event roacbied the lend ing South.
erneilies i1 was voorived with Immense cathasisem. Gous
wete Gred, jroocesions turped out, fires were lighted and
the utmusi furor was exhibited. Ta Charkeston. on the
followloy wight, ibere was & grand procossion of Minule
Men, apd Feveral thousamd cibizons. strangers . Aremen
and militars were o lime, with moste, bannors, trans-
pareneies and roBoctors.  The prooession formed in front
of Recession Hall sl prooceded (o the Mils Tonme to se-
repade Covirpor Pickets, and subsogoentiy 0 Wm. I
Porcher, Prosidest of the Senale; General Rimmons,
Speaker of the House, General Jamicon, President of the
Comventhom, mel Major Macbeth, who sckpowledged
their thanks and compliments. The Palmeito flag was
borne In frout of the procession. The city was alive
with exe bement, and a her of resid T
emtablishimments wnd other publie  buiMings wore )
Inmm imated.

The effeet prodooad m Washiogton was ot vory de-
mumstrative, bul it was pevertholess iplonse. The dele-
gation from Soulh Carolina retired from tholr sests n
Comgress and bade adien 1o iheir friends.  Meantime the
Convention continued . and still continnes, its soanions. 1t
adopted the Deelarntion of Immediste Choses which In
dured and Jusiflod the Seeession of South Caroline from
the Union. Waiving the repstition of the osnmen in the
pant, she declsres (0 Ihe remaining Satss and na-
tlome of the world the immediate canses whiah 14 1o the
nel. The declarstion refors 1o the eauses which jod m
the reparation from England, and (he deelaration of the
rolonies that they are free and indepondent Siales  In
purenance of this declaration, thirteen Hates procesded
10 rxercise separate sovereignty  Subseqoenily they en.
tered (n1o  league by the Articles of Confederation, but
relaining \heir movervignty. Under this declarntion \he
war of the Revolutlon was fought, al the close of which Fing.
lnad scknowlelged them free, soversien and | dependent
Maten. Bubsequently the Unlon was formed, limited 1o
the words of the grant. The declarstion declares that
many of the Blates have violaled the compaet in lotter
And spiriL, which comsequently aliaolves tho reet from the
obligations of the Union. [t refors to the Sates which
violated the fourth artiels of the constitation, and aays
none of them bave complied with tha stipuistions of the
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constitution; consequenily Rt Osroins (= xol o from

chbligation. After detalling the many causes, it tha- com

cludes:—
We, therefore, the of Bouth Oarolina, being dele-
Fales o the e
of the rectitude Lave
=L herstofore [
tween and the other Btates of North i
nholved | tha 8tate of South Carolinn has resumad her
ton 1he nations of the world as a separate and

te, with full power to levy war
peace, coutract alllances, -hblhlsu.’”u'!
nets

State the following ordinance was pamsed —
Ata Cenvention of the of the Btate of Routh Oa-
aud bia ou the 1Tih of De-
u-lwbl;lbm u:lnd Ih.“-l: lhn; u::-
mWhlﬁﬂhmﬂﬁmﬁ,m{lﬂn
yoar—

AN GRDINANCE TO M AKE FROVEGON AL 4 RRASGEMENTE FOIL THR

i

visiopal merely, the refore, we, the of Boatg (ar-

lina, in convention -h‘hl.‘lo y wﬁh!m n

i# hereby declared and ordained,

Firsi—That all citizens of this Stalg who, at the
were bolding

T g

FORT MOULTHIR

thut month.  The Legislature of North Carolina bas ad. |
Journed 1o ihe Tih of January, lo be prepared W meet |

eventa. 3
Thus we see that the fret month of e uew year will
be busy with ssoossion.

THE NEWS YESTERDAY.

THE DEFENCES OF CHARLESTON-TELE-
GRAPHIC DESPATCHES— RUMORS AND
CANARDS,

. The protection of United States property in Charles.

toti, (he eollection of the revepne and the maialenance

of federal law have been subjects of wide disoussion,
and no lttle epeculstion. From the commencement of
the excltement (n South Oarolins, the oanly United

Flales troops statloned Lhere were o company of some

veventy men, who occupied Fort Moultrie, ander the

command of Msjor Robert Anderson, who has now he.
come famovus for his conpection with this movement.

All kinds of reporis were cir i by the iea of

the President, that Fort Moulirie was 40 be abandoaed 1o

its fale, and ite garrison sacrificed, The Presideul was

stigmatised in the most discourteous langusgs by 1he re-
publican prese. Even in the Cabinet, the executive
policy with regard to Fort Moulirie found & dissen-

tient in the person of Gen. Cass. 1o his mes age Mr. b

chanan stated that his orders to Major Andersou were Lo act

merely on the defeasive if ho wan sttacked ; and th = was

date of the ordinance of secession, offioe
conuected with the costoms, under Lhe ] ° | interproted o mean an abandonment of the defencesl
“dgwm,mu1=a. South | whercas it was intended not to provoke collision. Dut
Carolia hoy aro hereby hold, under | when the news of the secession of South Carolina roach-
W of t:um,'ﬁwﬁh.ﬂm 88y | of Washinglon special ngers were al onoe desat -t
went o (be Usited Saten, the wsame offices they | ¢4 t0Major Anderson and to the Gollector and Postema e
n“-:m.umol dwh.m.ﬁwmrmm ot (harleston, the purport of their mission, of course,

ptnd Bt untl this Comven “w':h"“m 4s. | being confined to the Prosident’s own bosom. Bela
sembly shall wiee provide, the Governor shall ap. | tanand wis st once set afioat that orders wore sent W
'ﬁ""""“{':“-"“"mf:" Anderson o sarvender.  The clty, therefore, waa
vention or the m%mm yeslerday by the recelpl of ibe [ulowing tempateh —
and navigntion lws of thoe Stagon, nan far as VORT MOULTRIE EVACUATED-TUE GUNE SPIEED
be .h,mﬂqmwmm AND THE FORT IN FLAMES—GREAT EXCITN-

laws of this State, saving that no duties shall bo |  MxNT, BYC., ¥TO,
Mummmhmmﬁm Cnanrmerow, Dec. 27, 1900
feders! Unjor, known as (he United Siates of Americs, | Fort Moullrie was evacusted last aight.
nor the tounage of vessels owned inwhele or in Previous W the evaoustion the guns wero spdke |
&lchmdnum.-mud The fort is now being demolisbed b

of Cougross adopied on the 34 day of Mareh, 185 Ouly four soldiors were left In chargo
r:u:‘d‘*nuw&g M:ﬂhmd‘ muumhnnﬂ“r:rquwmm
respeotive na- nt exoltement prov

Lons,"' w mmlmymwhﬂum The OunveBlion s in pecrel sesion,
within the limits of this Soulh Curolina, or clse. | T Bows wis displayed on the bulietins, and lntonse

Sigth— All mooeys herealler oo
aforesatd shall, after dedoeting
for the ﬂ.zn-lh!n
, be paid lnto the Trearary of the Slate of Bouth

olinm, for the use of maid State, subject to the order of
this Convention, or of the General Assembly

Seventh—The officers aforesald shall retain In thelr
twade all property of the United States n their posses.
vion, caslody or comirol, Fuhject to the disposal of the
mu.-hwﬂml«m? upon  final settls-
ment with the t of the United States.

Dome nt Char! the 98th day of the

December, in
yoar of our Lord 1500, D F. JAMIZON, Presideat.

B ¥ Awmre, Cerk.

Goverpor Pickens tmmodiately sued a proclamation
prociaiming to the world (that Soath Garolion & and has s
right to be & separate, sovereign, free aud independeont
Flate, and, 38 soch, bas 3 right 1o levy war, conclude
peace, negotiate trealion, loagnes or ooveuants, and do

dependent State.
The Legiwlatare changed the name of the * Com
miltee oo Federal Relations™ to that of the “‘Oom.

Ourolina, for the conveynsss of the mails, the recog-
nition of her independence, the sorremder of the fortifl.
cations, the rotablishe. st of \realles of amity and com.

Thsus South Caroline has seceded from the Cuios. The
other States which are expected 1o follow hor cxample

referencon to o Mate Owmyoeiion, will

in
maet on the Tib of Jeouary, and of Tevn e th

Teiof

excitomont sproad (hroughout the city. A few hours
later, however, (be following dospatches arrived, which
romewhal altered the complexion of the drst alarming
DOWF -
KROOND DEEPATOR.

":‘:"nul;r \he gun carriages that are om ‘rea Forl
Thed cadlicn are od, and it b= tha' u tral ) s
L, |

1o canichees s indigastion of 1ko | eople
excl " on e | -
oroaslng ¥

Cuansmron, Doe, 171170 P M.
Moot Anderson states that bie evacuat 4 F r1 Moaltrin
In opder 10 allsy the disouseion about hat wwl, and st
the seme time strengthen his own position.
Cuanimmon, Do, 371 P. M.
P . Foster, with & small foroe, still rem s st Fort
fo.
foveral of the cliy mililary companics have boen or-

dered oul. 3

A collision i not improbabie,

It i highly probable that Major Anderson's views
were 1o @ fe an untenable posi and  repair
with his men W a fork which there Is some chance of de.
fending, a# may be seen from the following descrip.
tome of 1he forts -

The harbor of (arleston s defondad by foar forts,
pamely —Fort Moultric, sitoated on Sallivan's laland. st
the right eutrance to the harhor; Forl Sampter, which
slands on a4 emall Bland & littde to the ot of e main
ship channe! and almowt in o central poiod of the harbor;
Castle Pincknoey, on Shule's Falle lsland, o good deal
pearer (o the eity; and Fort Johoson, oo an sngle be
tween forts Pinckney and # . The mpany ing

| punder howilzer gund wil bo  placed,

a3 u_n_‘l'l:‘_l nmn.
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s veew] '“ distatien  would  po-
ph Bl of v dpure. T
) i hy an nw.[ b3 et srares,
bbb ieokong foree weoet erawl UAROUEL, oue man
vide, ond beree twe mew st ong of iess could de
« t agaimat tye hrpdrid, o

JEL St the provert tine biio Giohrs! quarters aud
Varrue ke fur oo el men, its rogulee wer garri
s thepos i an amwple sopply of shot, powder S
M sond years vleco, and & lurge amount of misoel-
Bieevis gy stor s, e parvison s amply supplied
Witk watop from artlie bl wells, whiich are supplied by
Fo oot shawess of ralne The fort s now under the
weand of Maer Polert  Anderson, of Keotucky,
o b wsited by e cier ofiivers  epuinorased
the  dorrer  parrson of Ford  Moultrie.
Thege ste chaut 170 Inborsr s employed on the ford, and -
thees con s with o diete diseipline, he soon taught o
Lenedin (b gupe Bl provent foren, pecopitulated, 12 as

, redrand

mtoyé v

letal

Catddoring W pesi o med natugal wdvaniags, Fore
SUtapter with L presont caccbeon, s improgaabile from
any stk of adoent nainre, Fort Sumptor and the otber
deteners of Gharkeston, peopaorly armed, would be able to
monnt mure gmns than Cronstadt, which deiied Napler
wid Pinndas for two vears; more than defeatod the Allies
Wt sebus gl and any of them can have more artdiery
thaw Homtarmnd, which requirod a land force of 14,0000
ek b eapinee, Yoo the groater part of this military
strepath b comtyribntsd by Furl Sumpler, the others being
mere |y auXliaries,

UASTLE FINCENEY
s leeatd on the soutbern extromity of o parrow slip of
miarch lamd. which cxtends in & voriberly direetion o
Mg belund Chapnel. To the barbor side o so onlled
casily presents w elrcular front, 1 has pever beem con-
miderod of much eonsequence o5 a fortroes, althoagh it
provimity to the city wonld give it importsnce if pro-
perly mmed aud garrisoned. There are about fifteen
gurs wonnted on the parspet ; the majority of them are
wiphiesn and twenly fonr pounders. Some Oolumbinde
are. buwever, within the walle, There are also ppliss
of powder, shot gnd ghall. AL present there i no garrl-
wom at the post: the ouly residents are one or two wasoh.
men, who have charge of the barbor light. Some thirty
ap forty doy hbwrmmrnp}oye‘ the cisserns
erd priting the place gengrally in order.

BEETCH OF MAJOR ANDERSON,

Major Robort Anderson, whose pame has now beoome
fam lar a5 & householt word o o tion with the de-
foveas of Charleston, was boro in Kentacky, in Soplem.
bor, 1505, and = now, therefore, in his 60th year. In
petsounl sppearauce Lie 4 about five feet nine inches in
beight Lis Hgare is well sot wnd sobdierly; his hair is
thia apd turnlog (o bron gray; bis comploxion swarthy;
bz eyo dark and iptelllgent; his nose promioent and well
formed A stranger would read jg his air and appear-
ance determination and an exact what was due o
hige, o intercourde he s very courteons, sud his rich
volor sl abundant grstienlations go well togetber. Ho
is wlwuyr agreeable and geutlemanly, fiem aod dignited.,
On the 1st day of July, 1821, he eutored the Miltary
HAowdey wt West Point, whenoo he gradusted July 1,
1w, taking o high positiou o s large cliss, compos:d of
ek aen an Alexsvder Dallas Bache, Col. Benjamin
Huger, Col. Francis Taylor, Cok Charles F. dmith, and
otbers who have boen dwtioguished as well ig civil life
wi o the e of \belr profession.  Mis Grst commission
was that ol b i Second Li of the S d
artiery, July 1, 1825, and ho was subsegnonily promoted
e ey

cutting sally ports, whieh lead luto siroug outworks on
the southewt mnd soutbwest angles, In which twelve

onabiling
the parrimn 0 sweep the @iich on dweo sidea |
with grape and sanleter.  The northwest sngle of the
fort has also bheon strengthens! by a bastlonette, to
smtain the welght of o heavy gun which will command
the main street of the lwisnd,  The maln cotrapce has
also hoen botter poonrod, and a trap door two feet aquare
et [n the door for tagress and egrese, AL this time e
height of the wall, from the bottom of the diteh to the
10p of the parapet, is twenty feol. Tho ditch is from
twelve to Afteen feet wide at the base, and fifteen fest
doep.  The nature of tho soll would not seem 10 admit of
this depth being incrossod, quick=and baving been reach-
od In many places. The wirk on the sbuth sido is nearly
finished. The counterscarp & sabsiant lally bullt of plank,
and spread with torf. The clicis I8 also folshed. T4 Is
composed of sund, and co' - od with layers of Jowm anpd
turf, all of which is kept frin'y in place by the addition
of sections of plank nailc ' 1o uprights sunk o the sand,
and crossing each other .| right sngles—making squares
of about ten fest sach  ['he purposs of Lhe glasis, which
i an incliped plane, s 1o expose ad stlackic g party ko
the fire of the gune, which are so placed as 10 sweep It
from the crest of the coumlerscarp to the edge of the
beach. (m the porih side, all the wooden gun cases have
bean placed close Logether on the raronarts, apparantly for
the purpose of seouring it again= o cecalade, bul possl-
bly aa a screen for & batler: | Louvy guus. A good
many mien are sugaged In oles wy the ramparia of tarf
and carth, for the parpose of pailing down o very ugly
look ing arrangement, which oonsiste of stripa of plank
four inches wide, one inch and & holl thick, and six or
elght feet Jong, sharpeued st the point, and natled down,
#0 A8 to project about three fest horigontally from the top
of the walls, A notioeable fuot In the bastionelies to
which we bave above siluded s the haste in which one of
them has been bullt, The oue eompleted & formed of
wolid masoury, In comstroctiog te other, howsver, o
framework of plank has boon substituied.  Against the
Innide of ihis woodotn oulwork kose bricks havo been
placed.  Both bastionetten are srased with o small car-
ronade, and & howiiger pointed laterally 5o as %0 comma
the whole intervening mont by & cross fry.

Tho parrison which has just racated tho fort i 1
od by Major R. Anderson, United States Army.  The other
officers are Captain Abner Doubleday, Csptaln Seymour,
Lieutonant T. Talbot, Lieutenant J. C. Tmyls, Licutenant
N. J. Hall, all of the First regiment artillery; Ospiain J.
G, Fostor and Liontenanst @, W. Sayder, of \e Engioeer
corpe; Amistant Surgeon B W, Crawford, of the Medieal
sl The foree under these gentlemen conmisis of two
companies of artillery ; the companios, howevop, are not
fall—the iwo comprising only aboul seveuly men, in
cluding the bamd , or abont Aty Ave rank and o iu oll

FORT SUMPTER,

Fort «Pampter @ obe of \he most  powerfal mildary
works in the United States, 1t s built ou an artificinl
island, immediately within the wonth of Charleston bay
betwoen Fort Meulirie and the wite of ol ¥ort Johnson,
of Revolatiomary memory, and equidisiant from thosn
points aboul three fourths of one mile. The oNip channcl
leading from the pen to the city of Charkoston s belwsen
forts =umptor and Mowitile, atd be entirely comtmanded
within Lnif range by them, Pelwern forte Samptor and
Johwron the water s very shallow, only available for
vomsels of very light deaft, and then only at high water
The artiticin) island on wlieh Fort Sampter i buill i oot
structed of the refuse from the granite quarries of Now
Fogland.  Ten years was 4 i e pledion, st a
oowt of ball & million of dollare.  The fortifloation 12 of &
pentagonsl form, buM of solid br ek masury, The walle
are Aty feet In belght, and from oisbt 1o ton feet in
thickness, and a1o pleresd for thres Uers of gona, besides
having necessary loopholee for musketry, and deslgnod
for an armament of one hundesd  and  forty
pleces  of ordeanon of Al ealitren. Two
tiors of ke guas are nder  bomb  peeol

map sid plan of the harbor and ety of Charloaton—for
which we are indebled to the Kindness of the propristors
of Marper's Weddy—=will glyve our renders ag rxcetiont

Iden of the relative value of the dafences.

PORT NOULTRIN,

This fortifoation s an enclosed waler battory, having
a front on (he south or waler side of about D00 feet, snd
a dopth of about 240 fect. Tt bs built with saliont and re-
enloring angles on all sides, but untll the works now
golpg on there wore undertaken (he south wall eould bave
been eanily senled, owing to the sceumulation of sand
from the beach. Bome Improvement, however, has boen
recondly offocted In thin rospect.  The ouler nod inser
walls aro of brick, capped with stone. and flled i with
carth, making & solid wall @ftoen or sixtesn foet in thick.
ness,  The work now th progress consiata In cleaning the
oand from the walla of ibe fort, ditching it areund the
we enoapdcpenes, and oresting a glacis. chwing np
(b potegy goiea ' 1he cont gow v el Wy el Latend

, and the third or upper Lier open, or, In mill-
tary pasiance, en barbello—tbe lower tier for forty ten
pounder Paixhay gons: the d vior for slght snd ten
Inch Columbinds . Tor thirowing solid or bollow shet | and the
upper Liee lor mortare and twesty four poond gane,  The
fall armament of the fort, however hsd wot artived ther
when Major Anderson ook possession, and It s falr,
therefore, Lo suppese all the avalladle ordnance will be
equitably distriboted throughon! e jadiciously as poa-
pible. T0 i8 thoughit that with the prosent armamment of
ihe fort the gune would be sapable of throwing six thoe-
mand pounds of shot at ench dischary s, In a defonsive or

point of view Fort Sumpler radintes e fire
throngh all the ohannele from the son npproach 10 Charies.
ton, and has a Mall sweep of range in (e pear, or il side,
amplo to repe! any sltack from that quarter.  The fort

‘ in the Third reehnent, dating from the
wamo day.  Krom May to October, 1832, he was soting
Lowpecter General of the Minods Volunteers, in the Back
Hawk war; and i s hore worthy of note that car Prest
dént oleet, Mr. Lincoln, was one of the captains of thoss
troops,  InJune, 1853, he was promoted First Lioutenant,
nnd between LA and 1837 was Asfelant lostructor and
Inspeotor wt the United States Military Academy. In
1585 he hecame Ald-de-camp to Major General Soett, and
in e following year publisbed ‘lastruction for Peld
Artillery, Horse and Voot, arranged for the service of the
United States,” which has been highly approved of.
For gullatry snd sucoessful condoct in ihe war against
the Florida Indians, be received the brevel of Caplain,
bearing dato April 2, 1538, July 7, 1838, be became As-
wistant Adjutant General, with the raak of Chptain, which
e relioquished subsequently 10 being promoted 0 &
captaipey in his regiment, October, 1841. In Mareh,
1847, ho was with the Third regiment of artillery in the
wrmy of General Beoll, und took parl in the siege of Vors
Oruz—being one of the oficers o whom was cotrusted,
by General Dankhead, the command of the balleries.
This duty be performed with signal skill sad gallaatry ,
and he continued with the army until Its triamphal eatry
into the city of Mexico, in September following. During
the operutions in the valley of Mexioo, he was

1o the brigade of Genersl Garland, which formed & part
of General Worth's division. 1o the attack on F Molino
del Rey, on the 8th of Sptembor, where he was wounded
very revercly, his comduct was the theme of repecial
praise on the part of his superior officers. Caplain
Burke, his Immediale commander, in hia Jdespaich
of Beplember 9, says —‘Caplain Robert Andorson (act
ing fiold offcer) bebaved with groat beroism an this occa-
viom.  Even after receiving & severe and painfol wouud,
he coutinusd st the head of the column, regardicss of pain
nal el preservalion, and setting o handsome exampio o
bis men, of eoolnes=, energy and courage.”’  (Goneral Gar-
Iand speaks of him o8 being, with * some few others, the
very fret to enter the sirong position of B Molino," and
adds that Brevet Major Buchanan, Fourth infantry ; Osp-
tain Anderson, Third artilery and Lisul, Sedgwiok, Se-
coud artillery , appesr o have heon partiealarly distin.
.‘:mrwmmmdmwm"

nddition to this o his o

som wo huve hhl.uf-’m M.uz m““
directod tho aitention of the Commander.in Chiof 1o the

part be had In the astion. * For pilasi and
moritor ious tin the baitle of Moline del Rey'
be was promoted to the brevet rank of Major, dating
from Beplember 8, 1847, October §, 1887, he waa pro-
meed o tha g (Son o Mijor of the First artillery, which
he now holds,

This Is eertalnly a good record for & soldier, and proves
that & julictons selorton was made of the commander
who s to defend the government forte and property st
Charleston.  The last soryice of Major Anderson, provious
16 hin takiing oownniand of Fort lloulirie, was ad & member
of Al crmumission ordered last summer by Congress to
ingiire wto the manmer of introction st ihe West Point
Military Acodemy  The labwors of Uhal commission have
slioily Leoen b bofore Congresa

THE NEWS IN WASHINGTON.

i

Speeinl Meetings of the Cabinet—Indignation
of the Sonth Carolina Commissioners,
&e., &e., &e.

Wamrrworon, Dac. 27, 1880,

Up 10 vight o elovk nesther the President nor Secretary
of War have reeeived any information from Charleston.
The following despeteh wias sont 1o the President lale
s afternoon by the Soath Carolins Commissioners, they
having jost reccived o—

Orost excliement on acoount of removal of gurrison
from Fort Moolirie to Fort Sompter. Removed on Wedaes -
day evening, and st night, inder falge pretence. Faplain
Fortor with emall goard left in Fort Moultria to complete
disiantling.  They are now burning gon carrisges. Gung
wpiked, and report of intention to blow op Fort Moultrie.
Cltizens generally rogand thie as declaralion of war unless
promply explained

The Prestdent jmmncdiately convenod his Oabined in
Cxtemordinary session, and did not adjonrn antil alter five
o'clock.  They meet again st oight o'clock, and 1he Pre-
cident expects by that time o receive (ntelligence from
Charleston.  He eannot make s move or take action antil
ho re-elven official infermalion.

The Instruetions to Major Anderson were clear and sx.

miBelently ol of range from & and arvillory sttank, so
that all approhensions for Lroashing it moy he pat at |
st The owaximem ranee of the guue * o~ Samplee
o e milke, Yol for serooAm oy,

el

Pt Hie wae ned to st exespt on the defmneive. Me
T s pigl o pemove Il garrleon or changes his poeition
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